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I have an insatiable need to have my hands in the dirt. In the summer, I easily get
my fix as my whole life is spent outdoors in my own as well as in other people's
gardens, but winter in Canada does not provide as many opportunities for access to
soil. As such, I can't help but search out ways to be in touch with nature even during
the deep freeze of winter. This year I have two new projects on the go.
First off, my son has been pressuring me to grow more fruit in our garden. We
already have three sour cherry trees (developed by U of S and super hardy in our
climate), several nanking cherry shrubs (not yet producing fruit), several rhubarb
plants we adopted last year from a friend, haskap shrubs, hundreds of strawberry
plants, a Mount Royal Plum tree, goji berries, raspberries, as well as a couple of
currant shrubs. But, my son's need for freshly picked fruit is insatiable, so my
interest in more varieties of fruit persists. I called a nearby friend asking for some
cuttings from her grape vine, and it turns out she has Valiant Grapes, which are
considered to be of the tastiest zone 3 hardy grapes available. She told me I could
pop over anytime to take cuttings. Not one to wait patiently, I went over
immediately on a warm day in January after buying some rooting hormone.
With the Catone Aster hedge between my neighbour's house and mine struggling
more each year due to an oyster shell scale infestation, I know it will be dead within
a few years if left untreated. There are not a lot of treatment options for this pest,
and even if I do chose to treat it (by cutting it down and coating each stem with oil),
the scale will likely find its way back to our hedge soon after to re-infest, as it is so
pervasive in Calgary at the moment. My neighbour has graciously left the garden
decision-making up to me with regards to what to do about a replacement hedge of
sorts, and the idea of a grape vine "hedge" is very appealing. These vines will need
to have some support in order to grow to their full height potential, which is a
consideration, but I can't stop dreaming about an edible grape hedge.
continued on page 6
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Wildwood Community Association News
WCA Board Meeting Highlights
Tuesday February 16th, 2021

Neighbourhood speed limits
review – City Of Calgary Project
update – February 2021
The City of Calgary Standard Speed Limit
Bylaw was passed. This bylaw will change
the default unposted speed limit within
city limits to 40 km/h effective May 31,
2021.

Evan talked of some accomplishments
such as the rebuilding of the Douglas Trail
with volunteers when the old bridges
were beginning to fail. At a time when
there was no City funding and the grant
we expected, fell through, Wildwood
came through. The neighbourhood came
together to build new bridges and work
on the trail.

The City is working on a implementation
With 10 months left on the job, Evan
plan, education and awareness campaign,
plans to use whatever political capital
as well as criteria for which collector
available to try to complete some
roads will be posted at 50 km/h.
projects in progress and some will have
go to our next City councillor.
Evan Woolley Ward 8 Councillor

“Fireside Chat”
Councillor Woolley joined us for our
Zoom meeting with a Fireside chat. After
serving two terms, Evan will not be
running for re-election next term. He
thanked the Wildwood Community
Association and the members for working
in our community. He spoke of how
passionate people are about our
community and he spoke of the
importance of the neighbourhood
geography and its effect on community.
He also spoke of how we can embrace
change in our neighbourhood without
losing sight of who we are as a
community because of that geography.

WCA Strategic Planning and
Community Outreach
The board began holding Strategic
Planning sessions in February to discuss
the direction the WCA should take in the
coming years and how the organization
can best meet the needs of the
community. The board started reviewing
Vision, Mission, and Values statements,
demographics, workload of the board,
communication, facilities, finances, and
prioritizing projects for the next five
years. This review will continue for at
least two more sessions.

Wildwood Community
Association
BOARD MEETINGS
Meetings are held on the 3rd Tuesday of the month with the exception of July, August & December
when there is no meeting.

Next meeting: March 16, 2021
at 7:00 p.m.

Wildwood Warbler
Newsletter
ARTICLES & ADVERTISING
Do you have an article idea or
photos that would be of interest to
your neighbours? We would love
to hear from you!

SUBMISSION DEADLINE:

15th of each month
Please forward
submissions to:

warbler@mywildwood.ca
BUSINESS AND SERVICES
ADVERTISEMENTS
Advertising Rates:
SIZE

B/W

Colour

Full page

• Back cover:
• Inside:

$215

$350

$130

$310

Size: 19 x 24 cm

Programs Update
Shinny and Learn to Skate were both cancelled due to COVID-19 restrictions and the
lateness of the season. Refunds have been provided. Thanks to Maria, Stacey ,and Kim
for setting things up, and taking them down.

1/2 Page (Inside):
1/4 Page (Inside):

$35

Size: 12 x 9.5 cm or 19 x 6 cm
Business card size:

We will need a new Learn to
Skate coordinator for next
year.

$65

Size: 12 x 19 cm or 24 x 9.5 cm

$18

Size: 4.8 x 9.5 cm

We are also looking forward
to yoga and Tai Chi starting up
again as soon as regulations
allow. However we do need a
yoga coordinator for this
popular program.

Classified - 5 lines:

$12

Classified - 3 lines:

$5

PAYMENT REQUIRED BY
SUBMISSION DEADLINE
Contact advertising@mywildwood.ca
For quality reproduction, please
ensure that your graphics are
provided at a
high resolution (e.g., 300 dpi).
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WCA Community Hall Update
As per government of Alberta COVID-19 restrictions, the
community hall remains closed till further notice. Keep an eye
on the website and social media for current updates.

Wildwood Calendar
Mar 16

Board Meeting

Social Distancing Reminder
The WCA would like to remind all residents and facility users to
social distance by maintaining at least 2m between people who
are not members of the same household.
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Wildwood Community News
Community Volunteer Opportunities
Advertising Coordinator– the Advertising
Coordinator is responsible for fielding
inquires on advertisements to be
published in the Warbler and on the WCA
website, booking ads, and collecting
payment to give to the Treasurer for
deposit. No previous experience in a
similar role necessary!

role responsible for providing overall
direction for WCA-sponsored events,
which includes planning and budgeting for
the year, organizing volunteers to assist at
events and provide event updates at the
monthly Board meeting.
Hall Director(s)– Robyn Birdsell, who has
been responsible for overseeing the
operations of the Community Hall is
Development Committee– the WCA has
stepping back from the role after
created a Development Committee, made numerous years of dedicating her time to
up of community residents to be the first Wildwood. However, due to the large
point of contact for all development
workload of the Hall Director, it has been
issues that occur within our community
proposed to split the workload 2-3.
boundaries and other issues that could
affect our community. This committee
Tennis Coordinator– the WCA is looking
meets to discuss new development permit for a Tennis Coordinator for the 2021
applications and other development
season. The Tennis Coordinator is
issues that could affect Wildwood. The
responsible for contacting tennis coaches
committee also communicates with the
prior to the start of the season to confirm
City Development and Building Approvals availability and pricing, set up the tennis
(DBA) department and councilor regarding camps and lessons schedule, notify
development issues. Sadly, both members residents online and respond to email
of the current committee are moving
inquiries.
away from their roles, and unless new
volunteers are able to take their place, the Rink Rat Crew
committee will been shuttered.
Members– the WCA
has one of the best
Events Director– Kelly Cantwell is
free public ice rinks
stepping back from the Events Director
in Calgary, thanks to
position, so the WCA is looking for
its dedicated
someone to fill this important role. This
volunteers. Crews

run Sunday – Thursday nights or
whenever you can lend a hand. Contact
Jason Chin at Jason@wildwoodrink.com
Yoga Coordinator—the WCA is looking for
a Yoga Coordinator who will coordinate
advertising, hiring an instructor, booking
the hall, organizing online registration,
setting pricing with the Board, and
communicating with students. This is a
very popular program in operation for
over 25 years! Join us!
Join this great group of dedicated
individuals that are bringing to Wildwood
programs and residents together: Learn
more: https://mywildwood.ca/volunteer/
Send your interest and inquiries to:
info@mywildwood.ca

Good News for Wildwood
You may have heard of a little gem in the community called the
Wildwood Awesome Neighbours Facebook page. This is a
grassroots online community where you will learn about upcoming events, find out about who to call for babysitting or
snow shovelling, and any other questions you might have for
your neighbours. You will see the list of local businesses offering services, learn about what makes Wildwood a great place
to live, trade new and used items, and make new friends!
Search this group on Facebook, request to join and get started!
https://www.facebook.com/groups/
wildwoodawesomeneighbours
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Wildwood Community
Events
Wildwood Classifieds/Business
Directory
*Must have a valid Wildwood Community membership to post a business directory listing
Email warbler@mywildwood.ca to get a listing here!
View online: http://mywildwood.ca/community/local-business-directory/

Wildwood Classifieds

All Seasons Landscape & Maintenance;

Origin Energy; Jason Gravelle; Electrical &

Gary Pearce; Property maintenance, landscaping and snow removal; Experienced, professional, reliable; allseasonslandscape02@gmail.com 403-217-8959

Sustainable Projects; Energy Audits, Solar,
Smart Devices; originenergy.ca 587.703.0334

Cost: 5 lines $12, 3 lines $5 / issue
Format: HOOK/Heading. BODY of advertisement.
OFFER/call to action. Example ($5): Babysitting Services. Amanda is a reliable 18 year old with extensive Ascend Leadership Co.; Nadine & Derek
Nicholson; Powerful business coaching & conexperience caring for children of all ages. Available
M/W/F. Call today to book 000-000-0000.
sulting for successful entrepreneurs who want
__________________________________ to regain their time, freedom, and personal

Wildwood Business Directory
Cost: $30/Calendar Year (10 issues) or $4/issue *
Format: Business Name; Resident’s name, Type of
business; 3 key words to describe your business;
website or phone number. Example ($30/year):
Sam’s Tail Waggers; Animal care/walking/sitting;
Reliable, Flexible, Friendly; samstailwaggers.nada |
000-000-0000

relationships without losing success. ascendleadership.com 403-816-918

Chelsie's Garden Soil-utions; Chelsie An-

Wild Rose Painting; Kyle Heatley; Interior
and exterior painting, Free estimates; contactwildrosepainting@gmail.com

Wildwood Auto Detailing; Keane & Derek
Nicholson (son & father); Comprehensive interior and exterior detailing services. Professional products. High attention to detail. Stellar
customer testimonials. Free estimates. wildwoodautodetail@gmail.com 403-816-5393

derson; Garden Maintenance; organic, natural,
Earth and Flowers; Tanis Gatzke; shampoo
local; ChelsiesGardens.com 403-402-3716
and conditioner bars, solid bubble bath, ecoconscious and handmade in Wildwood.
earthandflowers.ca @earthandflowersca

__________________________________

Continued from Front Page:

normally pay approximately $5 for a bag of lettuce, or for a few
cucumbers, or a few bunches of herbs, or for a head of swiss
In the meantime, I went to my friend's yard and cut five vine
chard, etc, and if I can grow approximately 15-20 plants at a
pieces to a length that allowed for at least 3 nodes per piece,
time using my new system, then I can potentially have this
then dipped the cut ends into rooting hormone, and sunk these whole system paid off in about 17 weeks, after which I will be
tips down about 2 cms into moist potting soil. I then set them in saving money on produce. I will continue to track the financial
a warm place and waited. Three weeks into this experiment and benefits. Not only that, but my mental health benefits from havI am only just starting to get a few buds appearing. This is haping a growing project to keep me busy during the winter
pening much slower than with the raspberries I grew in this way months.
last year, but I am hoping that soon these buds will turn into
leaves, and eventually these leafy stalks will send out roots
The system I bought is called "Zip Grow". The reason I chose this
which can then be transplanted into our outdoor garden come
system in particular, is primarily because it takes up so little
spring.
space. I live in a small 900 sq' 1950's bungalow with three teenagers, a guinea pig, and sooo many plants. As such, there is no
A second project I started this year is kitchen hydroponics. This available floor space whatsoever and this system hangs on the
means growing plants in just water, no soil involved. I have alwall in our kitchen, making it convenient and non greedy in
ways stayed away from hydroponics, since by definition, it is
terms of available indoor "real estate". It comes with a full specanything but natural (and I am all about natural gardening prac- trum light and is used in numerous professional grow ops across
tices) so, an external fertilizer needs to be added in order for the the country, meaning it is well built and durable, or so I am hopplants to get the nutrition they need. Normally plant food is
ing!
sourced through the soil food web and this sourcing involves
lots of soil microbes and minerals which occur naturally, mean- So far, we have been focusing on greens such as lettuce, kale,
ing organic is easy. That being said, there is an allure to growing swiss chard, asian greens and herbs (parsley, basil and dill), but
veggies throughout the winter, and hydroponics can make a lot we have some cucumbers well under way also. While things are
of sense for Calgarians who already pay to heat indoor spaces.
growing well, I have yet to harvest any produce, but oh, am I
Not only does this make it super local food (0 kms from farm to ever looking forward to it!
fork) but growing my own also removes the need for any plastic
in which to store and transport the veggies, easing my conIt turns out, winter can still be a fun time for gardeners to try
science. And finally, while my system was expensive to buy, ap- new things, and this year has provided several opportunities for
proximately $700, the math (in my mind) makes it worth it. If I
experimentation. Happy growing Wildwood!
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City News & Events
Message from Ward 8 Councillor Evan Woolley
403-268-2431 | ward08@calgary.ca

The City’s calgary.ca Map Gallery
It’s a winter like no other in Calgary and
PathwaysandBikeways.
the City’s Map Gallery still offers up reliaAlso of interest to Calgarians, the Snow
ble information to help get you out and
and Ice Road Conditions map shows the
about, while keeping you safe.
progress of snow clearing operations,
The Pathways, Bikeways and Walkways
priority routes, and traffic camera images.
map displays the pathways and sideWe’re not through winter yet! The Road
walks, as well as snow and ice controls by Conditions map can also be found on The
The City of Calgary. It also includes infor- City’s Map Gallery: maps.calgary.ca/
mation about proposed future work on
RoadConditions.
Calgary’s bikeway and pathway system.
As a growing city and one that moves,
The map can be found in The City’s Map
Calgary’s Ring Road makes our road netGallery: maps.calgary.ca/

work better and provides more options to
get around Calgary. Overall, it shortens
travel time between communities and
popular destinations in and outside our
city. Have a look at the Calgary Ring Road
Map on the Map Gallery before heading
out on it. The Calgary Ring Road Map can
be found at: maps.calgary.ca/
calgaryringroad.
Check out all our Map Gallery maps at
maps.calgary.ca.

Waste Management:
Recycle Textiles

Update Summary
Spring ahead…Change your clocks and be sure to
test your smoke and Carbon Monoxide Alarms!
For more information, and other fire safety tips,
visit calgary.ca/csps/fire/safety-tips/fire-safetyand-prevention.html
Calgary is vulnerable to several disaster-related
risks. Knowing what these risks are can help you
take action to prepare and protect yourself. Visit
maps.calgary.ca/DisasterRiskExplorer to learn
more.
Do you own or operate a business along Green
Line’s Stage 1 alignment? Green Line is conducting an outreach survey for Stage 1 area businesses (16 Avenue N to 126 Avenue S.E.) to help
plan for Green Line LRT construction at greenlinebusiness.questionpro.ca/
Conserving water and maintaining a beautiful
yard go hand-in-hand. Join the thousands of
Calgarians who already use rain barrels. Visit
calgary.ca/yardsmart for details.

Can you recycle clothing, shoes and textiles? Yes!
As you start your spring clean, don’t put textiles in the garbage! There are
many ways to keep clothing, shoes and textiles out of the City landfills.
Donate usable clothing and shoes to local charities or drop-off charity bins
near you. Be sure to contact them first to find out what types are accepted.
If the charity bin is full, don’t leave it outside - only materials in the bins are
accepted. Instead, hang onto your donation or take it to another bin.
Recycle clothing and textiles for free at a City landfill, even if it’s damaged.
Our Throw ‘N’ Go accepts a variety of textiles including outerwear, shoes,
reusable shopping bags, purses and backpacks, and more. Just make sure
fabrics are clean and dry and place items in a bag before dropping off. If you
bring other garbage in your load, landfill charges will apply.
Repurpose old cotton shirts by cutting into rags for household chores such
as cleaning or automotive work. Textiles also make great projects and crafts
with many patterns available online: sew quilts from denim and flannel,
handkerchiefs from old t-shirts, or cushion covers from curtains.
Not sure how to properly
dispose of an item? Visit calgary.ca/
whatgoeswhere for answers
to hundreds of items.
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Community Groups—Edworthy Park
CityHeritage
News &Society
Events
west in Springbank but we are just as
the reddish undershafts of the wing
likely to see them enjoying soaring on the feathers, and the red on the underside of
As we write, it is late at night and there is thermals over the Edworthy escarpment. its tail. The female does not have a red
moustache. The typical nest usually has
heavy snow falling outside. We are
from 5 to 8 all-white eggs which are
engrossed in finishing off the book. We're
incubated for 11 to 13 days before they
waiting for a few archives to re-open so
hatch. They stay in the nest for slightly
that we can obtain the remaining photos.
longer than three weeks.
We are pleased to receive a third grant

The Book: Shaganappi Point and
Edworthy Park: A New History

and are now counting on pre-orders to
raise the small amount still needed. We
are still taking pre-orders. The first part of
the book discusses the Indigenous and
Métis history including a discussion of the
three Blackfoot names of the area and
Part 2 discusses the settlement history
focussing on sandstone quarries and brick
plants in the park. The price is $30 plus
shipping where applicable. We will collect
the funds when we know we have
enough funds to print it (we are getting
close). To pre-order, please email the
Society: eparkhs@gmail.com.
We greatly enjoy the odd diversion that
comes "across our desk". This month
there have been many interesting reports
about wildlife in the park and the
neighborhood.

Northern Flicker
©Edworthy Park Heritage Society
We have saved the best till last: a
neighbour’s family played host to several
feathered visitors. To quote the
neighbour:
"Last summer we enjoyed having
Northern flicker woodpeckers build a
nest inside our weeping birch in the
front yard. We were able to watch
them build the nest and wait for the
babies to hatch. Spent time watching
them being fed and learning to fly."

Around and About:
Again, there were two bobcat sightings.
One bobcat had almost black spots. We
think that this is a normal variation in
colouring. Some bobcats are more tan
and brown while others, such as the one
seen near 38th Street are more grey or
silver. We enjoyed the photo of yet
another bobcat that visited a backyard on
Wildwood Drive for an afternoon.

Flicker carrying away sawdust
©Edworthy Park Heritage Society
(allaboutbirds.org) The nests are usually
excavated in dead or diseased trees,
often in the soft wood of trembling
aspens. Our neighbour says that they
think only the male excavated the nest
hole while both parents fed the nestlings.
Flickers usually hunt for ants along the
ground. You may have seen the holes
they leave in the soil (good for soil
aeration).That is one reason not to use
pesticides or herbicides on the grass.
Also, our neighbour had to protect the
nest from a wandering cat. Please
remember to keep cats at home. Because

Feeding time!
©Edworthy Park Heritage Society

One of the lovely photos that has been so
kindly shared with us shows a male
Flicker carrying sawdust away from the
nest hole that it is excavating. This
Northern Flicker
prevents the sawdust from collecting on
©Edworthy
Park Heritage Society
the ground where it would betray the
A very unusual sighting of a fox was
presence of a nest to predators. Another
reported in a Wildwood Drive yard.
Apparently, it was just passing through on photo shows the male’s red "moustache”, Flickers often re-use the nest hole in
subsequent years, our neighbours may be
its journey looking for mice. Elsewhere,
in for a treat (to see these photos at their
(near 40th Street) large flocks of House
best and in colour, look on the WCA
Finches have been reported.
website for the electronic Warbler).
The days are growing noticeably longer.
Spring is on its way!
The Bald Eagles that migrated for the
Bo Edworthy Park Heritage Society
winter will soon return in mid-March.
There is an eagle migratory corridor just
bc
Let’s look outside
©Edworthy Park Heritage Society
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Community Churches

Online Sermons

Find us on Facebook!

Please note all in person worship services and related parish
events are currently suspended.

Simply search for “Anglican Church of the Good Shepherd” and
you will find us! Our Facebook page features links to Rev
Derwyn’s weekly sermons, information on upcoming events and
other resources.

Please visit our Facebook page or YouTube channel page for
Rev Derwyn's weekly sermon, which will be posted by Tuesday of each week: https://www.facebook.com/
anglicangoodshepherd

Outreach Event – Protein Sundays
Did you know we collect donations of canned fish, canned
meat and peanut butter on the first Sunday of each month for
a local food bank? We welcome members of the community
to participate! You can call the office at 403-246-8123 to arrange a time you can drop off your generous donations. We
collect the donations during the last week of the month and
they are then delivered to St. Edmund’s Food Bank. Thank you
for your support!

At this time of the year, the White-winged Crossbills flock to
Wildwood eating the spruce cones. They flutter about and
drop the cones from up high. They can be seen in large
groups high in the trees or picking at the cones they have
dropped on the ground. The males are a very noticeable red
and grey while the females are yellow and grey. This photo is
a male.
Submitted by Patricia Henderson

We Love Your Trees!
We have been providing professional, dependable,
expert tree services in the Calgary area since 1997.
Contact us to get your services scheduled early.
•
•
•
•
•
•

Emergency Services/Storm Damage Repair
Tree and Shrub Pruning and Removal
Consultation and Diagnosis
Tree Fertilization and Pest Management
Stump Grinding/Removal
ISA Certified Arborists on Staff

403 686 6030
www.adairtreecare.com

Bobcats – Photo courtesy
of Bonnie Linden
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