
WCA Board News p.4

Community News COVER

Community Groups p.5

City News & Info p.7

Community News p.8

May 2025

What’s Inside

Wildwood Community Association’s
President’s Report

By Jason Chin, President, WCA 
Dear Wildwood Neighbours,
It’s my pleasure to present this year’s President’s Report on behalf
of the Wildwood Community Association. Over the past year, our
neighbourhood has continued to grow, adapt, and strengthen
through the incredible work of volunteers, board members, and
residents who care deeply about this place we all call home.
Whether on the ice, in the garden, at a community café, or in a City
Council hearing, Wildwood residents have shown up and
contributed their time, energy, and ideas. Below are highlights from
our collective efforts in 2024–25.
Board Operations & Administration
Our board continued to meet monthly to guide the activities of the
WCA, review community priorities, and respond to emerging issues.
A special thanks to our Secretary, Lenora, who has worked
diligently to streamline our communications and digital
infrastructure. All meeting minutes have been properly recorded and
stored according to our bylaws, and our Google Drive, contact lists,
and email systems have been updated and maintained. These
behind-the-scenes efforts ensure we remain transparent, organized,
and responsive to our members.
Community Programs
Wildwood’s programming continues to thrive, offering families and
residents of all ages the chance to connect and participate.
Youth Program Highlights:
- Learn to Skate – 44 participants - Shinny Hockey – 54 participants
- Soccer – 198 participants
- Baseball – 46 participants
Our Playgroup continues to be a steady presence, and the
Community Café, launched last year, has exceeded expectations for
weekly attendance, becoming a popular gathering spot.
Continued on Page 4
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Learn to Skate
Claire Southam
skate@mywildwood.ca

Pickleball
Brenda Lomore, Loldine Vale, Tianne Cao
pickleball@mywildwood.ca

Baseball
Dion Brake 
baseball@mywildwood.ca

Playgroup
Jennifer Fjellstad
playgroup@mywildwood.ca

Shinny
Tanis Gatzke
shinny@mywildwood.ca

Soccer
OPEN
soccer@mywildwood.ca

Tennis
Coordinator

Matthew Eubank
tennis@mywildwood.ca

Tennis keys
Joyce Lang
tenniskeys@mywildwood.ca

Skating Rink
Fraser Morgan
rink@wildwoodrink.ca

Facility
Management

OPEN
facilities@mywildwood.ca

Building
Manager

Lola (403) 474-3845
hall-rentals@mywildwood.ca

Directors at
Large

Robyn Birdsell and Els Meerdink

Neighbourhood
Partnership
Coordinator 

James Runge 
James.runge@calgary.ca

Councillor 
Ward 6

TBA

Report a Crime
Emergency Calls 9-1-1
Non Emergency (403) 266-1234

Calgary Police
Service
community
Liaison 

Cst Suzanne Shepperd
pol4386@calgarypolice.ca
(403) 428-6200 

mailto:baseball@mywildwood.ca
mailto:shinny@mywildwood.ca


Wildwood Community Association News

Wildwood Community Association

4411 Spruce Drive SW, Calgary, AB, T3C 3C1 * 403-246-3514 * www.mywildwood.ca

A surge of pickleball players emerged in Wildwood this year, prompting the WCA to offer two drop-in sessions and lessons to help residents build their
skills and enjoy the sport. It’s been great to see this fast-growing sport take off in the community, and we plan to continue supporting it in the future.
The Artisan Christmas Market was a major success this past holiday season, with sold-out vendor tables, a fantastic community turnout, and generous
donations raised for the Calgary Food Bank. The Wildwood Playschool also held a successful fundraiser at the event. Feedback was overwhelmingly
positive, and we plan to build on this success next year.
Community Garden
Our Garden Group had a fantastic year, marked by sustainability, education, and strong community engagement.
One of the most exciting milestones was receiving a TD Friends of the Environment grant, which will fund the conversion of six garden beds to self-
watering wicking beds. A public build day is planned for May 10, and all are welcome to come learn and lend a hand. The grant also funded four tree care
workshops and a community soil class led by Wildwood’s own Chelsie Anderson from Soil-u-tions. In terms of harvest: the garden produced over 400
heads of garlic and several hundred pounds of potatoes, shared among members. Despite water restrictions last summer, the garden remained resilient
thanks to swales, wicking beds, and our cistern system. The Harvest Festival was another highlight, drawing support from vendors, volunteers, and local
sponsors. This year’s event will be held on Saturday, September 6.

Community Advocacy
Advocacy remained a key focus for the WCA this year, especially around zoning, traffic, and major infrastructure projects. The primary goal was to educate
and inform our residents about the changes occurring within our city and community, ensuring they are aware of the impacts and can actively engage in
decision-making processes.

Zoning
On May 14, 2024 Calgary City Council approved a citywide rezoning initiative, upzoning all R-C1 and R-C2 lots to R-CG. These changes took effect
August 6, 2024. The WCA continues to encourage residents to use DMap, the City’s development tracking tool, to stay informed and contact file managers
directly with questions about proposed developments. We’ve redirected many inquiries about new H-GO projects through this system.

Traffic
The Spruce Drive Pathway Improvements Project, part of the Westbrook LAP, had its first engagement session in March 2025 and aims to improve
pedestrian safety and connectivity in our community. 
Southbound signage on 37th Ave leaving Spruce Cliff was updated after numerous 311 submissions. These changes have helped improve lane flow
and reduce confusion and near- misses in the area.
Bow Trail Interchange Project: The WCA also participated in engagement sessions for the Bow Trail Interchange Project, which will affect traffic flow and
infrastructure in our area. These sessions provided an opportunity for residents to ask questions, provide feedback, and stay informed about the potential
impacts of this large-scale project.

Community Events
This year, we saw the return and introduction of several key events that brought the neighbourhood together:
Tour D’Wildwood Cycling Event: A fun, family-friendly way to explore the community by bike. Great turnout and smiles all around.
Stampede Breakfast: In lieu of Neighbour Day, the WCA hosted a Stampede Breakfast in 2024, which was a highlight event for the community. We
served traditional western fare, including pancakes, eggs, sausages, and fresh fruit. We had 200-300 attendees and planned for up to 500. It featured a
live band and activities for kids, providing a wonderful opportunity for neighbours to reconnect and build new relationships in true Stampede spirit.
Wildwood Cleanup: As always, our annual cleanup helped beautify the neighbourhood while giving residents a chance to pitch in and reconnect.
Broxburn Farms Produce Stand: Throughout the spring and summer, we welcomed Broxburn Farms to the Community Centre each week, offering fresh
local vegetables to residents. It was a great way to support local agriculture and increase food access in the neighbourhood.

Financial Health
The WCA continued to strengthen its financial systems and long-term sustainability this year. Key accomplishments include:
- Successfully migrating to a cloud-based accounting system for improved efficiency and transparency
- Integrating our new program registration platform with financial reporting
- Managing our investments proactively and purchasing new GICs
- Completing our annual audit in record time
- Implementing a new budget system in QuickBooks
We ended the 2024/25 fiscal year with a net profit of approximately $22,000, which we view as breaking even in practical terms when factoring in
inflationary pressures on our operating account. We continue to take a conservative, responsible approach to budgeting while investing in our community.

Looking Ahead
As we look toward the coming year, we remain focused on:
- Strengthening volunteer recruitment and engagement
- Continuing to support inclusive, accessible community programming - Advocating for thoughtful development and infrastructure
- Maintaining and improving our community spaces
Thank You
To all of our board members, volunteers, program coordinators, sponsors, and residents— thank you. Your time, ideas, and community spirit are what
make Wildwood such a special place to live. We invite everyone to get involved, share ideas, and be part of shaping the future of our neighbourhood.

Sincerely,
Jason Chin, President, Wildwood Community Association



Indeed, the Bald Eagle we saw was gracefully cruising above the

escarpment. When the eagle came lower and circled over the

cliff, we were able to get a photo. Historically, in Wildwood, there

was an "eagle pit" where the First Nations would put out bait on

logs that covered a pit while a person would hide below waiting

for an eagle. When one landed, the person below would reach up

and pluck a tail feather from it. The eagle pit that was in

Wildwood is mentioned in the Memoirs of George Edward

Edworthy, and other information is included in the Society's book

Shaganappi Point and Edworthy Park: a New History.

 

For more information on Blackfoot culture, we refer you to a

series of educational videos about Blackfoot Bird Knowledge,

Teepees, Introduction to Plants, and other topics just made

available to rent online for $5.95 each. Elder Sheldon First Rider,

grandson of George whom we have quoted above, is instrumental

in creating these videos and the team of elders and filmmakers

will also be interviewing elders. To rent the short but excellent

videos, search blackfoothistory.ca. There you may also obtain

information about the Blackfoot Language Revival program and

courses.

 

In other news, two neighbours have heard the Great Horned Owl

in the Douglas-fir trees on the escarpment. One neighbour heard

it calling at midnight. On April 5th, the first Mourning Cloak

butterflies were seen. The catkins are coming out on the Aspen

trees. The robins are back. The crocuses are about to bloom. And

on April 9th, a neighbour reported seeing a rather scruffy moose

crossing the street. In the spring, moose molt their heavy winter

coats. By the time you read this, the trees will be in leaf,

migratory warblers will be passing through, and spring will truly

have arrived. We hope you enjoy springtime walks in the park

and the neighbourhood.

P.S. A neighbour reported seeing two bobcats on Wildwood Drive

— the bobcats "hopped up to the top of a fence" and then jumped

into a backyard. Please watch out for your pets. The population

explosion of wild hares and rabbits provides plentiful food not

only for bobcats but also for coyotes, hawks, great-horned owls,

and eagles all of which may also catch your pets.

—Edworthy Park Heritage Society, 

eparkhs@gmail.com

Community Groups: Edworthy Park Heritage Society

Bald Eagles hovering over the park
©Edworthy Park Heritage Society
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Look Up, Way Up!
Readers may remember our comments from previous years that Bald

Eagles are sometimes seen in mid-March as they soar over the

Edworthy/Shaganappi escarpment. This spring we again saw a pair.

Although some eagles overwinter in Calgary, they are usually in the

southeast end of the city. We think the eagles we see in March are

stopping over for a few days on their migration.

 

The Bald Eagles arrived a little later than usual — this year they

came about the end of March and stayed during the first week of

April. It is so incredible to live where we can see these magnificent

creatures. Bald Eagles almost went extinct after World War II. The

Baby Boomer generation rarely if ever saw any Bald Eagles hovering

over the park. By the early 2000s, for several reasons, the species

had recovered from the brink of extinction. So we are especially

thrilled again to see them circling and soaring over the escarpment.

Some of our neighbours saw an eagle flying low through the

airspace over their yard.

 

Historically, Bald Eagles were (and still are) considered sacred by

the First Nations, as embodying wisdom, strength, honour, courage.

They fly so high in the sky that they are closest to the Creator. Born

in 1904, George First Rider, famous Blood (Kainai) horseman and

rodeo man, was a well-known storyteller and knowledge keeper of

Blackfoot culture and beliefs. In an interview, he described "The

Significance and Functions of the Eagle in Blackfoot

Ceremonialism". We recommend reading a transcript of it online at

ourspace.uregina.ca. 

 

Elder George First Rider described various uses of an eagle that

included: the tail feathers were used as ceremonial regalia and in

straightup headpieces, and medicine hats; the collarbones for

whistles; the left wing for a fan; and the claws for necklaces. People

had to be qualified in order to have the privilege of using the

precious properties of the eagle for various sacred items. There are

many words in Blackfoot that originate from eagles. One refers to the

"graceful cruise of eagle in midair" and is given a Blackfoot name

meaning "Softly Graceful Cruising".
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Create a beautiful and resilient YardSmart yard!
A YardSmart yard stays beautiful longer during hot and
dry weather compared to yards completely planted with
grass. The City's YardSmart program provides helpful
resources that show you how to how to plan, build, and
maintain your yard, including:
• How-to videos including how to garden on a budget and
creating a pollinator friendly yard.
Remember, new plants need lots of water to get
established, especially during the heat of summer. You
can do your part to reduce your water consumption and
help your yard and garden retain moisture by:
• Installing a rain barrel to use in your yard and garden. It
is a simple, yet effective way to reduce your water use by
acting as a backup source of water.
• Adding good quality soil to help retain moisture and
mulch on top to reduce evaporation.
To learn more about how to create a beautiful, resilient
yard and garden that uses less water, visit
calgary.ca/YardSmart.
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Wildwood Community Workshops 
Thank you to everyone who participated at the Soil and Compost
Workshop with Chelsie Anderson of Garden Soilutions! As expected we
all left with more knowledge about the topics; and a tomato plant! Thank
you Chelsie Anderson for facilitating a great session on April 5th. Also —
much gratitude to the TD Friends of the Environment. We have two more
events thanks to TD Friends of the Environment coming up:

May 10: Wicking Bed Permablitz 9am-3pm
Everyone is welcome to come for the whole day or part of the day. We will
be transforming raised garden beds into wicking beds so we can conserve
water at the community garden. Please come and learn with us.
Instruction by Ted Bahr (Board member of the Permaculture Calgary
Guild and the designer of the community garden), morning coffee, lunch
and snacks will be provided. Please sign up by email at
garden@mywildwood.ca. 

May 22: 7 to 9 (approximately): Tree Care Workshop: Insects and
Diseases — learn about common insects and diseases that afflict our
trees and what to do about them. This session is facilitated by Steve
Smith of The Bartlett Tree Experts. 

City News and information 

Emergency Preparedness Week is May 4 – 10, 2025
Emergencies can happen anytime and anywhere.
Knowing what to do before a disaster strikes can go a
long way in assisting you, your family, and your
community during an emergency. 
During Emergency Preparedness Week and throughout
the year, Calgarians are encouraged to take steps to get
prepared for emergencies to help minimize the impacts.
• Know the risks - learn about the types of hazards that
can occur in Calgary and how you can better prepare.
• Stay informed – stay tuned to local and regional
emergency alerts and other trusted sources of
information.
• Get prepared - every emergency is different, but having
a plan will help you and your family know what to do and
who to contact in different situations. Get started by
downloading our emergency action plan, available in
different languages at calgary.ca/getready. ​
Visit calgary.ca/getready to learn more about how to
prepare for emergencies, and the events taking place.

https://www.calgary.ca/water/programs/yardsmart.html
http://www.calgary.ca/getready
http://www.calgary.ca/getready
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Save The Date
Wildwood/Spruce Cliff Alley Cleanup

Rain, Shine or Snow
Saturday, July 26, 8.30am to 2pm
Email cleanup@mywildwood.ca

Join us at the Wildwood Community Hall on Saturday July 26, for our 45th Annual
Community Cleanup. Help us scour Wildwood’s back alleys and remove the assorted

debris put out by homeowners. 

Help Shape Wildwood's Future – Join

Our Board as Treasurer!
Do you have a head for numbers and a heart for

community? The Wildwood Community Association (WCA)

is looking for a new Treasurer to join our Board of

Directors.

This volunteer role plays a key part in overseeing the

WCA's finances, ensuring transparency and helping the

Board make informed decisions about programs, events,

and infrastructure. You won't be doing it alone — a

bookkeeper handles all the day-to-day financial tasks, and

the Federation of  Calgary Communities provides audit

support.

The Treasurer is responsible for reviewing monthly

financial reports, preparing the annual budget, and

working with the auditor ahead of  the AGM. You'll also

serve on the Executive and have signing authority on

behalf  of  the Association.

It's a rewarding way to stay engaged with the

neighborhood and contribute your skills for about 8–10

hours a month.

Interested or want to learn more? Email us at

volunteer@mywildwood.ca or visit mywildwood.ca.

https://mywildwood.ca/
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